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Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
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Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I write in response to your letter dated September 12, 2014, regarding electronic access to
information maintained by five federal courts.  We regret the disruption in electronic access to
this information, but I am happy to inform you that we have developed a solution that will
restore full electronic access to all the courts of appeals material by the end of October 2014. 
The restored access will be implemented on a rolling basis in the four affected courts of appeals. 
We also are developing a solution for the single bankruptcy court that was affected.

This disruption impacted about 600,000 docket sheets of cases that have been closed for
more than a decade in the Bankruptcy Court in the Central District of California.  It also
impacted about 235,000 documents, virtually all of which are docket sheets, in closed cases in
four courts of appeals.  The courts of appeals cases have all been closed for at least a year.  It is
important to note that there has been no change in PACER access to the docket sheets and
documents in the tens of millions of cases residing in the courts’ Case Management/Electronic
Case Files (CM/ECF) system.

A docket sheet is a chronological listing of documents and events in a case.  It is not a
case filing, record, or opinion.  No documents or records were lost or destroyed.  Furthermore,
all open cases in every court, as well as all new filings, continue to be available on PACER. 
There is also no impact on the electronic availability of opinions on the courts’ or the
Government Printing Office’s FDsys websites.  Opinions continue to remain available at no
charge.  In sum, then, this limited disruption of electronic access in five courts involved docket
sheets for some closed cases, not any filings, opinions, or other documents, and not any materials
relating to open cases.
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