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Texas Agencies Ordered to EVerify (state
contractors are offthehook)
By Kevin Lashus on June 11, 2015

Texas Governor Greg Abbott signed a bill (S.B. 374) into law June 10, 2015, that requires state agencies in Texas
to use the EVerify system to check that new employees are authorized to work in the U.S.

EVerify, managed by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, compares information filled out by job
applicants on an I9 form with Social Security Administration and Department of Homeland Security records.

S.B. 374 authorizes the Texas Workforce Commission to monitor how the various state agencies signup for and
implement EVerify. Critically, the bill does not apply to private companies that contract with state agencies. The
law will take effect on Sept. 1.

The bill will ensure that taxpayerfunded state paychecks are issued only to those eligible to work in the U.S.,
Abbott said in a statement.

“By rightfully prioritizing the needs of our own workforce and certifying employability at public agencies, Texas
can — and will — keep Texans working and our economy growing for generations to come,” Abbott said.

Abbott’s predecessor, Governor Rick Perry, and Presidential hopeful, issued an executive order in December
mandating the use of EVerify by state agencies, but it did not have the enforcement mechanism that the Texas
Workforce Commission will provide. That order also required state agency contractors to participate in EVerify,
and, like the Executive Order issued by President Bush amending the federal acquisition regulation, would have
compelled private contractors to EVerify their entire workforce. Some agencies in Texas were including Perry’s
amended obligations in state contracts issued after January 1, 2015.

Immigration Blog

Jackson Lewis P.C. | 44 South Broadway, 14th floor | White Plains, NY 10601 Phone: (914) 8728060 Fax: (914) 9461216

http://www.jacksonlewis.com/people.php?PeopleID=1869
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
http://www.law360.com/agencies/bureau-of-citizenship-and-immigration-services
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
http://www.law360.com/agencies/department-of-homeland-security
http://www.law360.com/agencies/social-security-administration
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://www.globalimmigrationblog.com/2015/06/texas-agencies-ordered-to-e-verify-state-contractors-are-off-the-hook/

